R = #k [E 2250
ExperienceThe Green Hub
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The Green Hub (Old Tai Po Police Station) strives to co-exist with all these
valuable features of OTPPS, and also demonstrates low carbon practices:
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The Eat Well Canteen strives to serve each meal with the smallest footprint.
We work towards this goal by serving only vegetarian dishes, growing food
on site, sourcing ingredients from sustainable producers in Hong Kong or
within the region, reducing transportation and packaging by making our
own sauces and drinks and monitoring our food stock carefully.
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We are aware of the effect of consumerism has on the planet, so we
encourage visitors to be mindful whenever they make a purchase. Our
producers and partners are sustainable living advocates, and they
passionately promote what they believe, through their products. The
majority of our products are supplied by local producers, social enterprises,
fair-trade product providers, healthy product suppliers and local artists.
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Regular workshops are held for members of the public to learn practical
skills and appreciate traditional knowledge for sustainable living. Our Folk
Art workshops use basic tools and equipment to support the 'Community-
Supported Soap Making' and 'Community-Supported Sewing' programmes. Regular workshops are
organized for the public to learn how to make personal items that are friendlier to people and nature. By

sharing resources and working together, good quality products become more accessible and affordable
for everyone. More importantly, in these workshops individuals learn practical skills and make a network
of new friends who have a common vision. These are important resources for building community
resilience, to further transition to sustainable living.
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The design of our guestrooms reflects the beauty of simplicity and allows
residential guests to appreciate the original architectural features. During
their stay at the Green Hub, guests may enjoy healthy, low carbon meals at
our Eat Well Canteen, join our heritage tour and workshops, visit the small,
local shops nearby, or join a field course organized by the Green Hub, or other local organizations, to
explore healthy and sustainable living more fully. The Green Hub also hosts 3 to 5-day Transformative
Education Courses, thematic short courses and retreats, sometimes with leading international teachers.
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Our programmes raise public awareness that a transition to sustainable
living is both urgently needed, desirable and achievable. Our goal is to
develop an expanding network of groups and individuals working towards
community resilience, progressively reducing our reliance on fossil fuels,
and reversing the de-stabilisation of the climate.
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Over 60% of the built-area at Green Hub is operated with natural ventilation
only.
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100% of the organic waste generated by horticulture activities and the Eat
Well Canteen is composted and reused on site.

K'FIB' G
chpome Farm & Botanic Garden

ZEEBE RSB EHEYAE

Green Hub www.greenhub.hk
B34 2 55 Green Hub |8

EBHFRAWEEEAE1S 11 WanTauKok Lane, Tai Po, Hong Kong
(852)2996 2800 0(852)26380110 jgreenhub@kfbg.org

shEsFal

1INVRIRBHEPLED

.%EQ%IEEELAEEDM:E@E% C WRESBRIER
Y R

A TAEERIENRESS

L BEDERBREER DIMIRESREBNE

5. MR ESNEMEBREE NRRIE

6. FREERNRERI - RITEEEIDENKESE

7. BDEHEE  BRRBIREEARESD

8. LK ESIEE AR - AIETIER ~ BX - AR
AR EMEE R ITE

N

w

Visitors Guidelines

1. Visitors should register at the Green Hub, Visitor Centre.

2. Avisiting group of over 5 people needs advance booking.

3. Don'tbring any food onto the premises

4. Eating is not allowed at the Green Hub except inside the Eat Well
Canteen.

5. Smoking or lighting of fires within the site are prohibited.

6. No pets or other animals can be brought into the Green Hub except
service dogs (guide-dogs) and Police dogs.

7.Bicycles, scooters and skate boards, etc. are prohibited.

8. Commercial photography or filming for commercial purposes and/or
for wedding, graduation or portrait/cosplay are not permitted unless
with the written permision of the Green Hub Centre Manager.

EHEEESBENFEMTE 0 522 www.greenhub.hk Fordetailed guidelines, please browse www.greenhub.hk

A L B
HEPD  XMREREMNIE :
10:00-17:00 (& A 505 : 16:00)

Opening Hours:
Visitor Centre, Heritage Display and Co-op Shop:
10:00-17:00 (last admission: 16:00)

BRE: Eat Well Canteen:
10:00-16:00 (FRE B EBIFA : 15:30) 10:00 - 16:00 (last call: 15:30)
B ESBLE Visitthe Green Hub:
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4 :11:00-12:00

R4 :14:00-15:00

Self-guided: Advanced booking is recommended due to the
limited site capacity

Guided Tour: Two sessions of Heritage Tour are held daily (except
Tuesdays and specified dates)

Morning session: 11:00-12:00

Afternoon session:14:00-15:00

784 : o] BB www.greenhub.hk Booking: online booking can be made at www.greenhub.hk
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Welcome to the Green Hub, a centre for sustainable living
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Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG) was selected by the Development Bureau of the
Hong Kong SAR Government to transform the heritage site, in Hong Kong's New
Territories, into a "Green Hub for Sustainable Living" under Batch Il of the "Revitalising Historic
Buildings Through Partnership Scheme" (Revitalisation Scheme).

The Green Hub has reimagined the Old Tai Po Police Station, a
Grade 1 listed historic building built in 1899, to
demonstrate how we can live sustainably while at the
same time respecting nature and respecting each other.

At the heart of the worldwide sustainable living
movement is the development of the local community
and the local economy.The Green Hub was established
in Tai Po to help provide a model for this. It also
functions as an educational site for re-skilling and
personal development in various aspects of sustainable
living.
Visitors are invited to join our heritage tour, enjoy our
locally-sourced, healthy food; join one of our transformative
educational courses; learn about community events; engage with a
network of community members who care about living lightly on our planet; and experience
the beauty of this tranquil heritage site.

The Green Hub offers solutions to the challenges facing us in finding harmony with the natural
world. Such challenges include the widespread disconnection between people and nature,
over-population, an economic order that demands limitless growth, and over-exploits
biodiversity and resources, which causing the collapse of ecosystems, runaway climate
change, and endangers our food security.

Our role is to “help people help themselves” by seeking a lifestyle in tune with nature and with
their local community, and for us all to lead lower-carbon lives.
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Acknowledgement: Development Bureau - Commissioner for Heritage's Office
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About Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden
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The Green Hub is a project of the Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden Corporation.

Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG) spreads over 148 hectares of land and is located on
the northern slopes and foothills of Hong Kong's highest mountain, Tai Mo Shan, a few
kilometers to the west of Tai Po.

The Farm was established in 1956 to provide agricultural aid to farmers. Now it is much more
than a Farm: Its deep-set valley has extensive gardens, eight kilometers of walking trails, a
stream, woodlands, vegetable terraces and educational exhibits.

KFBG plays an active role in the conservation of the biodiversity of Hong Kong, Southern
China and beyond, including a Wild Animal Rescue Centre; and tree, orchid, and native animal
conservation programmes. KFBG also promotes sustainable agricultural practices and runs
educational programmes to reconnect people with nature.

Why not combine your visit to The Green Hub with a trip to KFBG? Please visit us
at www.kfbg.org
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A WORLD IN WHICH PEOPLE LIVE SUSTAINABLY,
WITH RESPECT FOR EACH OTHER AND NATURE.
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Integrated Conservation
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The Old Tai Po Police Station is a unique heritage site which is historically, architecturally
and ecologically significant. Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden (KFBG) is conserving these
valuable characteristics to make The Green Hub a landmark for arousing public appreciation
of, and support for, heritage conservation in Hong Kong.

Our key strategiesinclude:

1. Integrate the historic buildings with nature - fuse conservation needs with the
architectural character of the heritage buildings. Conservation awareness and
action encompasses the mature trees on the site and the birds of the Tai Po Market Egretry.

2. Add value to the heritage site — KFBG has replaced unsightly outbuildings with gardens,
converting the courtyard into a peaceful community space and adopted permaculture
principles (a philosophy of working with, rather than against, nature).

3. Enable the building’s role to evolve — KFBG has transformed this vacant site of former
colonial authority into an organically-evolving cultural site that reflects how a community
may live sustainably.
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Ecological Merits
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Apart from the high historic and architectural values of the Old Tai Po Police Station
buildings, the conservation importance of the Old and Valuable Trees (OVT) and other mature
trees on site, and the Tai Po Market Egretry at its neighborhood are well recognized. The
Green Hub strives to co-exist with all these valuable features, and our activities are carefully
planned to minimize disturbance.

,%Hi % 1‘@ Chinese Banyan (Ficus microcarpa)

MEBEESBREENAMEAZ— ETENIREBIINER
T# EERARER - EAEEF FUBEHEEENREST B8
T—RIRHM, BEED - ERBERLREBHNRMKRZ— °

This is an enormous Old and Valuable Tree with abundant aerial roots turning a

single banyaninto a little forest. Fruits of this species are a favourite food source to birds.

1“% CamphorTree (Cinnamomum camphora)
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This Old and Valuable Tree is a green landmark at the main entrance of the Old Tai Po
Police Station. It is a common tree species in “fung shui” woods near villages in the
countryside.

x EETE Theme-gardens
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We have enriched the site by introducing theme gardens with
adiverserange of plant species.
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A pond was created at our Enchanted Garden to create a freshwater habitat for
habitat enhancement.

%%M‘ Tai Po Market Egretry
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The northern slope of the Old Tai Po Police Station provides an
important habitat for egrets and herons. It is an important egret
breeding site where Little Egret, Great Egret, Pond Heron, Cattle
Egretand Night Heron are found nesting.
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Architectural Merits
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Old Tai Po Police Station originally comprised of two single-storey buildings: Main Building
and Staff Quarters. The functional arrangement of the Old Tai Po Police Station reflects the
general layout of a Police Station at that time. A charge room is located near the public
entrance. Cells are located next to the internal courtyard where they are more secure.
Sleeping quarters are found within the site, with accommodation for 5 Europeans, and 32
Indians or Chinese Constables. The single-storey Canteen Block was constructed in the 1950s

The Old Tai Po Police Station was built with a utilitarian approach, reflecting the humble
nature of the compound as a Police Station. Western-styled architectural features, which
catered for the hot and humid climate in Hong Kong, can be observed. It is typical architecture
of the Colonial period.

In the revitalization process, we have preserved the character-defining elements and other
historic building features. Traditional building materials or construction systems were
retained as much as possible.

f%f ﬁ % Entrance Guard House
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In the days before CCTV systems, this guard house served an important
security function.

BE*E ﬂ] m % Flagpole and Cannon Rest
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The site of the police station was the location where the flag-raising
ceremony took place when the British took over of the New Territories in
1899.The cannons were pointing out to sea. Only the cannon rests remain.

ﬁlﬁﬁ Verandah
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Thislong porch that extends along the building helps keep the building cool
by blocking sunlight.

BEREFIER Fireplaces and Chimneys
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These architectural features of the Colonial period are parts of a heating
system to keep the building warm. Smoke was emitted through the chimney
when fuel wood was burned in the fireplace.
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The Chinese-style pan and roll tiles showed the choice of local construction
methods and materials. There is a double layer of tiles for better insulation.
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A gable is the portion of a wall between the edges of intersecting roof
pitches. Dutch gableis characterized by its curvilinear shape.

£& B8 FT cell Units
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The concrete bench, toilet and metal gate are the originals found in the cell
unit.

1‘%% Armory
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For security reasons, policemen collected and returned guns each day
through a small opening at the end of this long room.

E ]E H"J 7k 1:% & ﬁi’ *’zﬂé Timber roof structure
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The timber battens and purlins showed the application of local &
construction methods. The original timber structure was replaced by steel
purlins over time.
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Historical Merits
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Located on a small hill at Wan Tau Kok, the Old Tai Po Police Station was the first permanent
police station built in the New Territories. The site of the police station was the location where
the British flag- raising ceremony took place, marking the official British takeover of the New
Territoriesin 1899.The Administrative Headquarters of the New Territories was established at
Tai Po, which was considered as the most central position of the New Territories.

The Old Tai Po Police Station was used as the police headquarters of the New Territories until
1949, though the Japanese used the site as a barracks during World War II. The building was
then used by different sections of the Police Force, such as the police divisional office and
Regional Crime-Prevention Office of the Northern New Territories. The building was closed
down when the new Tai Po Police Station came into service in 1987.

Old Tai Po Police Station was accorded Grade 1 Historic Building status by the Antiquities
Advisory Board in December 2009. Under the Batch Il of the Revitalisation Scheme, the Old
Tai Po Police Station has been transformed into a 'Green Hub for Sustainable Living' The
Green Hub started operation in 2015.
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® To preserve the architectural integrity of the Old Tai Po Police Station, the Green Hub
project has been designed to restore the original functions of different parts of the
building. For example, the Canteen Block was transformed into the Eat Well Canteen
and a cookery classroom.

® The Old Tai Po Police Station was built with features of the Colonial period, namely
verandahs and louvre windows, which catered for the hot and humid climate of Hong
Kong.

e The report room, retention cell and armory of the Old Tai Po Police Station are
representative features of the heritage site and therefore these rooms have
been developed into a Heritage Exhibit to illustrate the history of this site, Tai Po and
the New Territories.

e The inner courtyard, which was once filled up with temporary buildings, was
redesigned to become the Enchanted Garden to enhance natural ventilation within
the Main Building.

e The Green Hub makes adaptive use of the policemen’s living quarters at the Old Tai Po
Police Station as guest house accommodation.
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